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1. Introduction

1.1 Background and objective

The production, trade and use of chemicals are on a marked increase globally. This growth has 
been accompanied by a broad range of negative impacts on health and the environment. The 
poor, women, children, workers and indigenous people are often the most vulnerable to toxic 
chemicals and suffer significant impacts on health, such as disruption of the reproductive 
system and development (including birth defects and neurological problems), cancers, genetic 
mutations, dysfunction of the immune and endocrine systems. This growth imposes on 
countries with economies in transition and the developing ones, particularly the least advanced 
countries, increasing requirements in terms of chemicals management. This is a real problem for 
African countries which lack infrastructures and resources needed to meet these requirements. 
IPEN member organizations are determined, through their involvement in the implementation 
of SAICM, to contribute to the sound management of chemicals during all their life cycle so that 
by 2020, chemicals are used and produced in ways that serious adverse effects on human health 
and the environment are minimized.

In order to better coordinate and strengthen NGOs activities in this direction, IPEN has initiated 
a global process of a strategic information collection from NGOs working in the field of chemical 
safety. This initiative implemented in the various regions of the Globe aims at: 
� presenting activities conducted by NGOs in the region in the field of chemicals
� management; 
� identifying the priority chemical safety issues for NGOs in the region; 
� promoting the communication and exchange of experience among NGOs and 
� developing a regional action plan for NGOs: the action plan should serve as a strategic 

framework and coordination of NGOs activities in Francophone Africa in the field of 
chemical safety.

A total of 208 NGOs in 82 countries were surveyed. In Francophone Africa, 21 NGOs from 12 
countries were surveyed. PAN Africa which is responsible for the coordination of NGOs activities
in Francophone Africa members of IPEN coordinated the information collection process in the 
region.

1.2 Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Africa 

PAN Africa is a coalition of African civil society organizations, research institutes, universities 
and citizens working together to prevent and eliminate problems related to the use of 
pesticides on health and environment in Africa. To entirely achieve its goals, PAN Africa
members have set themselves the following objectives: i) to monitor and control the use of 
pesticides; ii) sensitize and inform people about the risks inherent in the use of pesticides, iii) 
promote alternatives to pesticides and unsustainable agricultural practices and iv) promote the 
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effective implementation of international Conventions and the strengthening and enforcement 
of national laws and regulations on chemicals in their respective countries and sub-regions.

To help its members honor their commitments as part of the Chemical Safety, PAN Africa works 
in the spirit of building their capacities and coordinates their activities at national and regional 
level. In this context, PAN Africa works in order to: i) assist NGOs in the region to participate in 
activities relating to the implementation of international conventions in their respective 
countries ii) disseminate information and facilitate the communication and sharing of 
experiences among NGOs in the region iii) to help NGOs in the region to obtain a financial 
support so as to enable them to carry out their activities as part of the chemical safety by 
providing information on financing opportunities and demonstrating their abilities to develop 
projects and work out proposals; iv) monitor the implementation of conventions and laws and 
regulations on chemicals.

1.3 The International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN) 

Since 1998, the International Network for the Elimination of POPs (IPEN) - a global network of 
over 600 public interest environmental organizations and health - work to eliminate toxic 
chemical substances known as the "12 bastards." The international community pledged to 
reduce and ultimately eliminate the production and use of these substances through the 
Stockholm Convention on POPs. The Stockholm Convention is the first legally binding treaty on a 
global scale that controls the production and releases of toxic chemical substances. It seeks the 
reduction and elimination of hazardous chemical pollutants and began with an initial list of 12 
POPs1. POPs travel over long distances and persist in the environment. They accumulate along 
the food chain, including our bodies. POPs can cause damage to the reproductive, neurological 
and immune system and bring about developmental problems and cancer. 

In 2006, with the adoption of the �Declaration for a future free toxic substance",2 IPEN 
confirmed its commitment "to work for the achievement at the latest in 2020 for a future 
without toxicsubstances, in which all chemicalsubstances are produced and used in a way that 
eliminates the significant adverse effects on health and the environment and persistent organic 
pollutants (POPs) and the other toxic products will no longer pollute our immediate and global 
environment and will no longer contaminate our communities, food, bodies and those of our 
children and the future generations." 

Within the framework of this mission, IPEN got down to involve NGOs in developing countries 
and those with economies in transition in national and international political debates and 
promote capacity building of organizations at the grassroots and awareness raising activities.

1 The 12 POPs are : Aldrin, endrin, chlordane, DDT, dieldrin, dioxins and furans, heptachlore, hexachlorobenzene, 
mirex, PCBs, and toxaphene
2 http://www.ipen.org/ipenweb/generalpublic/tfree.html




























































